In same specimens in which there are rays it is impossible to detect them, because of a thickening of the periostracum which makes it nontranslucent. In such cases if the periostracum be removed the rays will show clearly on the white background ; or if a longitudinal section of the shell be made dots of color will show where the rays, were cut. When radiating splashes of purple occur along the ventral inner edge they are a sure sign that rays, even though invisible,, are present on the outside, and it is unnecessary to remove the
examination although at first their presence may be unsuspected.
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